Mars Foundation Scholars Program FAQ

The purpose of this document is to help answer questions regarding the Mars Foundation Scholars Program application process.

When are applications due?

We accept applications for a November 1 deadline with awards announced by December 1 and for a May 1 deadline with awards announced by June 1.  No amendments, additions, or submissions will be accepted after the deadline.  We urge you to submit your request several weeks before the deadline in case we request clarification or additional information.  Make sure you keep a copy of everything you submit to the Mars Foundation.
Who can apply?
· US citizens.  NOTE: Group project grants only require that the faculty advisor be a US citizen, students in the class or space club need not be.
· Students and faculty at Colleges and Universities in the United States.

And fall into one of these categories:

a. A student doing research as a required part of their Masters degree (including MBA) program 
b. A student doing research as a required part of their PhD degree program.

c. A member of the faculty teaching a graduate or undergraduate class with a research project requirement.
d. A faculty advisor to a college or university sponsored student space club, e.g., Students for the Exploration and Development of Space, Mars Society Chapter, etc. engaged in a research project.

If you are in category a you may apply for a Masters Research grant.  If you are in category b you may apply for a PhD Research grant.  If you are in category c or d you may apply for a project grant.
Who should not apply?

· Non-US citizens.

· Students or faculty seeking funding for research or projects involving confidential information such that Mars Foundation personnel would be required to sign a non-disclosure agreement.

· Students or faculty seeking funding for research or projects only peripherally related, or not related at all, to the settlement of Mars.

Who is the applicant for the grant?

The name and contact information on the application should be that of the person doing the research for a Masters Research or PhD Research Grant.  For a Group Project grant the applicant must be:

· in the case of a group class research project the teacher of the class, or

· if for a space club group project the faculty advisor to the club for the project.
How much money can I apply for?

Only for the amount you need up to the maximum amount for the type of grant you are applying for.  The maximum amount for each grant type is:

Masters Grant


$500.00

PhD Grant


$750.00

Group Project Grant 
         $1200.00

The Mars Foundation may make subsequent grants (separately applied for) for the same research in a later grant cycle, but you should only ask for funds needed within the timeframe of the funding cycle for which you are applying.  

The Mars Foundation reserves the right to grant less than the requested amount, but in no case will we make a grant of less than $250.

What must be submitted?
In addition to the Mars Foundation Scholars Program Grant Application form (available from the Mars Foundation website www.MarsHome.org) you will need to supply the following depending upon the type of grant being requested.

For Masters Research Grants – A copy of your Thesis or other research proposal submitted to your faculty advisor and the Faculty Advisor form (available from the Mars Foundation website).

For PhD Research Grants – A copy of your PhD Research proposal and the Faculty Advisor form.

For a Group Project Grant – If a class project, a copy of the course description, if a space club project, a description of the project and a list of the participating students and their majors and the Faculty Advisor form along with proof of University sponsorship of the club.
For grants to be applied to equipment or materials, in full or in part, please provide documentation of the specific equipment to be purchased or leased and the cost to do so.

For grants to be applied to travel, in full or in part, please provide an itinerary.

May I submit additional information?

Yes!  Please feel free to submit any additional information that will help us understand your research or project or tell us about your department or club.  Links to websites may be submitted in the email with your required forms attached.  All other attachments should be sent per the information given to the following FAQ question.

How do I submit the required forms and information?
Please email the documents as attachments to grants@MarsHome.org.  The Mars Foundation Scholars Program Grant Application and Faculty Advisor forms may be downloaded from the Mars Foundation website, filled out and emailed as a PDF file.  Please name the file using your first initial followed by your last name followed by _a for the application form and _f for the faculty advisor form.  For example: BMackenzie_a.pdf.

Any additional documentation should be sent using the same format with _appendN after the first initial and last name where N is a sequential number starting with 1.  For example: BMackenzie_append1.pdf.

Only email submissions will be accepted.  Only PDF attachments will be accepted.

Please use a subject line that begins with your first initial followed by your last name followed by the words “S P Grant Application.”  Other text may then follow in the subject line. 

How many copies of the documents should be sent?

Please submit only (1) copies of all forms and supporting documents.

When will I hear if my application was accepted?

The Mars Foundation will respond with an email confirming receipt of every application received.  If you have not received a confirmation email or phone call from the Mars Foundation more than one week after sending your application to us, please email or phone to check on the status.

For the November 1 application deadline you will receive an email notifying you by December 1 that either your application has been accepted or rejected.  For the May 1 deadline you will be notified by June 1.

When will I get the grant?

If accepted, funds will be dispersed by check mailed no later than December 31 for the November 1 application deadline or June 30 for the May 1 deadline.
What does the Mars Foundations expect to receive?

A final report, which may be the same as your thesis or dissertation or other research paper.  Images that would be suitable for display on the Mars Foundation website.  And permission to use selected text from your research paper on the web and in other presentations.
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